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Peterborough Recreation Committee (PRC) Meeting 
Roland “Beaver” Jutras Recreation Building 

Minutes of October 6, 2021 
Approved 

Attendees: Kate Coon, Chair; Rob Fox, Vice Chair; Andrew Brescia; Michelle Rourke; 
Zoë Wroten-Heinzmann, Alternate; Resident Andrew Osterman;  

Lisa Koziell-Betz, Recreation Director; Julia Chidester, Program Coordinator;  
and Lauren Martin, Administrative Assistant and Minute-Taker  

I. Call to Order:  Kate called the meeting to order at 7:01pm.

II. Approval of September 2021 Minutes

A. Minutes of Sept. 1, 2021:

a. Rob asked for an addition to section VII. A. on Holiday Celebrations as follows: “Rob

pointed out that the first night of Hanukkah this year is November 28th. Roxanne said she

will try to figure out a way to incorporate it.”

b. It was acknowledged that Zoë should vote tonight in Roxanne’s absence.

c. Rob moved to approve the amended minutes.  Michelle seconded.  The minutes were

approved unanimously.

B. Minutes of Sept. 15, 2021:  Michelle moved to accept the minutes as written.  Kate seconded.

Rob abstained from voting because he had not attended that meeting.  The remaining four

members voted to approve the minutes.

III. Director’s Report:  Lisa shared the following comments regarding her written report.

A. Capital Improvement Projects (CIP): Lisa has submitted four CIP requests.

a. The white van, R-5, has almost 86,000 miles.  Although it was due to be replaced last year,

due to minimal use during COVID Lisa is asking to replace it in FY2024. Since vehicle

costs are rising exponentially, however, Lisa would like to see it budgeted for FY2023 if

possible.

b. The tan van, R-6, has almost 71,000 miles. It was due to be replaced this year but can be

put off until FY2025 due to minimal use for two years due to COVID.

c. We have requested $10,693 to replace the media in the pool’s filter system.  This should be

done every seven to ten years, and 2023 will be ten years.

d. We are asking for $25,600 to resurface the tennis and basketball courts.  This should be

done every five to seven years, and the last time ours were resurfaced was in September

2016.

e. Michelle asked if we usually get three quotes for everything.  Lisa replied that we do, but

not at this point in the ballgame.  Lisa had done some research into the current prices for

vans and checked the Kelley Blue Book trade-in values.  We have one quote on the court

resurfacing and expect a second company to give us an estimate.

B. PCC building envelope:  The Request for Quote deadline has come and gone.  Only one company

submitted a quote, and it was over budget, so Public Works Director Seth MacLean will put it out

there again.  The CIP Committee looked at the PCC today to establish a visual reference.

C. Trees donated by the Kiwanis Club of Peterborough: Lisa and Kate placed stakes in their desired

tree planting locations as follows: two in the playground, two near the pavilion, one near the

gazebo and one near the skate park.  Lisa emailed this news to the Kiwanis Club but has not yet

heard back.

D. Outdoor lighting repairs:  This is still on hold due to all the rain we had this summer, and because

Agway’s boon lift is out for the month.
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E. Cunningham Pond storm repairs:  The Buildings and Grounds crew regraded the road, built a 

deep culvert, and added small berms in the parking lot to redirect water, after heavy rains this 

summer caused damage.   

F. Vandalism: 

a. Cunningham Pond: Someone broke windows and tried to kick in the doors to the guard 

shack and dressing room at the pond.  Peterborough Police have some leads.   

b. Adams Park:  

i. Graffiti has been found on fences near the skateboard park and on the floor of the 

pavilion.  Teens who enjoy biking on the Seccombe Trail fixed graffiti there.   

ii. Public bathrooms have been vandalized over the past weekends.  We are getting close 

to locking the restrooms on weekends.  We have not been told of any vandalism to 

the porta-potty near the tennis courts. 

G. New police matter:  Officer Xenakis notified Lisa that local parents expressed concern that some 

individuals want to start a fight club at Adams.   

H. In a related matter, several kids were banned from the Adams property in July 2012.  Now that they 

are adults, Lisa has reissued that same warning in a letter that the police will serve. 

I. Southern NH Services (SNHS) moved into the PCC conference room yesterday. 

J. PCC rentals:  We have had a significant uptick in rentals.  The Well School will be using the gym for 

their basketball program in November and December, and Dublin Christian Academy’s basketball 

program follows in January and February. 

K. Pickleball:  The porta-potty was moved from Cunningham Pond to the tennis court area after Labor 

Day.   

L. Dog Park:  Nothing more has developed, though Lisa hopes to connect with the site manager from 

GeoInsight when he inspects in November.  The liner is three feet below the ground, presenting an 

obstacle to putting in needed fence posts.   

M. Ice rink liner:  Lisa purchased a new ice rink liner.  We plan to grade or level the area and put up jersey 

barriers well before setting up the rink, to prevent drivers from doing donuts and wrecking the 

smooth ground.  Rob asked if there is a plan for how to keep people off the ice before it is completely 

frozen.  When Lisa responded that we will post signage at the rink, Rob suggesting also posting on 

social media. 

 

IV. Program Report:  Julia shared the following comments regarding her written report. 

A. Programs that have concluded: 

a. The first UNH Cooperative Extension Tree I.D. Walk at Adams was a huge hit, and the 

foresters were wonderful instructors.  Another Tree I.D. Walk is scheduled for this 

Saturday at Cunningham Pond and already has 16 registrations. 

b. Adult softball had a good season and has now wrapped up. 

c. Our first family bonfire was successful, and another is planned for Halloween weekend. 

d. Julia noted that we cancelled some small programs because of a lack of registrations, but 

she feels good that we are offering programs for all ages. 

B. Program currently underway: 

a. Flag football is going well with two teams and two coaches.  There is practice once a week 

here at the PRD.  The kids are enjoying playing games on Saturdays at the Hampshire 

Dome in Milford. 

b. Senior Programs continue as they have been, with masks strongly recommended indoors 

at the PCC. 

c. Pickleball is going well with some days incorporating up to 27 players.  They will be 

moving indoors starting November 1st, using the “playtime scheduler” online system to 

coordinate who plays during each session.  Lisa pointed out that indoor play was limited 

last year to twelve players, and we are waiting to see what the guidelines will be as the 

indoor date approaches.  There is currently a huge difference between what is legally 
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acceptable and what the Pickleball players feel is acceptable.  The middle court at the PCC 

has not yet been marked. 

d. African drumming has been booming with lots of new registrations.  They meet in this 

PRD meeting room and the people all wear masks.  They continue to be happy with this 

space, but we can move them to the PCC if they outgrow this room. 

e. Line Dancing: The first session last week went well with eight participants, and ten are 

signed up for tomorrow night’s class.  Julia is excited to be offering this. 

C. Upcoming Programs:   

a. October is a very busy month.  This Saturday we have the Tree I.D. Walk at Cunningham 

Pond, Wings of Dawn raptor presentation, and National Chess Day.  People can come 

here for multiple programs.  National Touch Tag Day celebration, which was also planned 

for Saturday, was cancelled today because we had no registrations.  Julia did not want to 

wait any longer before cancelling, so that parents could plan accordingly.   

b. Halloween events:  We are holding a family bonfire on Friday Oct. 29th.  On Sat. Oct. 30th, 

we are partnering with Dogs on Depot to host a dog costume parade.  Six dogs are already 

registered.  Trunk or Treat will be held that afternoon at the ConVal High School parking 

lot. 

c. The Bocce Social planned for this Friday was cancelled due to no registrations. 

d. Tonight’s Pollinator Gardens program with the UNH Cooperative Extension was 

wonderful.  

e. Julia will be attending the South Meadow School Open House tomorrow night to talk to 

parents about what we are offering.   

f. Julia was going to be attending the capital planning committee for the ConVal School 

District as a representative of the community, but her schedule will not allow her to attend 

for a few months. 

g. Roller skating was cancelled because the woman coordinating it had some family crises 

that demanded her attention.  She is very enthusiastic, however, and Julia will try to 

schedule this again after the new year or in the spring. 

D. Future Programs: 

a. Progress toward starting Bingo has been stagnant for a long time.  Julia connected with the 

president of the Peterborough Fire Association, which found our Bingo supplies while 

reorganizing the Peterborough Fire Museum.  We had given them to the Association to 

repair.  Julia is hoping that if the materials have been repaired, we can get going with this 

program. 

b. Youth basketball is happening!  Julia just received the gym schedule from the schools 

today and we have permission to use school gyms on Saturday mornings. 

c. Adult pick-up basketball will be happening on Wednesday nights.  When roller skating was 

cancelled, that left room for this program.  There is apparently a large group of adults who 

are interested. 

d. We have found a coordinator for adult volleyball, whom Julia will meet on Friday.  South 

Meadow School says they have room to accommodate this on Tuesday nights. 

e. Julia offered follow-up information from her conversation with the Keene program 

coordinator about their Nerf Night.  Keene reportedly encountered no questions or 

comments from townspeople except feedback that people loved this event. 

f. Zoë remarked that this big list of programs is exciting and impressive.  She thought 

children would love the Tree I.D. walks if they could be aimed at a younger audience.  

Julia responded that although the Hillsborough County forester was into the idea of adult 

talks, he loved the kids who were at the Adams Park Tree I.D. Walk and thought he could 

probably do a kid program.  He is also eager to offer a winter Tree I.D. walk, which will be 

more challenging without leaves on the trees. 
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g.  Kate mentioned that at the Pollinator Gardens talk she spoke with Madeline Norris, an 
associate of Erika Alusic-Bingham from Southern NH Services.  Erika has already put 
some picnic tables outside at the PCC.  Kate passed on, through Madeline, the news that 
the Community Center Garden is wide open for SNHS to use.  Kate said they want people 
to play at the garden, and that she would also like to make a section of it a pollinator 
garden.

h.  Regarding Bingo, Julia stated that there has been some talk about using Bingo as a 
fundraiser for PCC events or programs that people cannot afford.  Lisa added that the CIP 
Committee is aware that the price tag of some of the building repairs will far exceed what 
we can bring in as rent.  Some people feel we should charge a lot more in rent so that we 
have the funds to take better care of the building, but fundraising might be proactively 

good for this.  The Bingo materials are owned by the PRD and Julia is waiting to hear if 

they are usable.

i. Kate asked how the PRC can help with Halloween programs.  Julia responded that it 
would be helpful to have extra bodies at the dog costume parade.  That event runs from 
12:30 – 2:30 so extra help starting at 11:30 or 12:00 would be great.  Lisa is spearheading 
the Trunk or Treat from 3:30 – 5:00 at the ConVal High parking lot.  Anyone who can 
help at either event will be appreciated.  The dog parade will feature door prizes for people 
who are there to watch, as well as prizes for those the public votes as having the best 
costumes in three categories.  A professional dog photographer will take portrait shots of 
those who are interested in purchasing them, but she will not be taking event photos. 
Andrew identified this as an opportunity for us to engage a student photographer to 
capture photos of the event.  Rob suggested placing a sandwich board outside the PRD 
office with a message about the dog parade, since so many people walk their dogs on 
Union Street.  Julia added that our first family bonfire in September was easy to run and 
families liked it, so for the Halloween bonfire we are suggesting they bring Halloween 
themed s’mores supplies.

j. Zoë asked if we had heard anything yet from the Peterborough Elementary School Parent-

Teacher Organization.  Julia replied that she thinks the PTO is raring to collaborate with us 

on clubs, but the school is being very careful about who can enter the building.  Julia is 
waiting for the PTO president to invite her into their world.

E. PRC Member Updates:

a. Kate stated that without Roxanne in attendance, we do not have any updates on the

multiple projects with which she is involved.

b. Rob had nothing to report regarding the Municipal Complex Task Force Committee.  He

noted that any forward movement is presently due to the efforts of Seth MacLean, Town

Administrator Nicole MacStay, and Fire Chief Ed Walker.

c. Rob shared that he and his wife, Paula, are relocating to Ohio.  It happened suddenly and

plans are moving along quickly.  He foresees them being out of New Hampshire by early

November.  Rob will officially resign from the PRC effective tomorrow.  Rob expressed

his appreciation for being able to meet people within the community, saying that serving

on the PRC has been a pleasure.  Kate spoke for the whole PRC by saying, “We will really

miss you and it has been a great pleasure to know you.”  Kate commended Rob’s

willingness to engage on such a positive and committed level.  She presented Rob with a

bow tied honorary Pickleball, stating, “We will miss you, we thank you, and, with regret,

we will accept your resignation.”  Kate affirmed that we hope we can give alternate Zoë a

position on the committee.  The PRC will address this in non-public session.

V. New Business:  Kate shared that she has come to know resident Carol Nelson through the “West

Pete Weed Patrol.”  They have moved their way down Union Street, cleaning up weeds from the
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median strips.  Carol has asked if they can plant something nice in the planter box underneath the 

Recreation Department sign, noting that it would look more welcoming and that she would offer 

some money to buy plants.  Kate thinks anything placed there needs to be very tolerant of neglect.  

Lisa thinks that soil has a lot of clay so it may need to be amended.  Julia offered to help water the 

plants but does not want to take sole responsibility for this.  Kate said she can ask her gardening 

friends if they could participate.   

 

VI. Non-Public Session:   

A. Kate explained that once a year the PRC is supposed to give input to the Town Administrator to 

assist in the evaluation process of the Recreation Director. 

B. Motion was made by Kate to go into non-public session (RSA 91-A:3 II(a)) for personnel matters 

at 7:58pm. Andrew seconded. There was unanimous approval.  

C. Motion to return to public session was made by Kate at 8:44pm. Andrew seconded. There was 

unanimous approval. 

 

VII. Adjournment:  
A. Kate motioned to adjourn the meeting. Rob seconded. With unanimous approval the meeting 

adjourned at 8:45pm. 
B. The next PRC meeting will be Wednesday November 3rd at 7:00pm at the PRD meeting room. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Lauren Martin 

October 12, 2021 


